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Transforming professional performance through the power of interaction 

 

List of Core Competencies for Educators Applicable to Standardized Patient 
Educators as well 
 
by Stacy Zeiger, Demand Media 
 
Skilled teachers can work with nearly any student and in almost any educational 
environment. Being aware of and developing a fundamental set of core competencies 
creates a positive learning environment while also sharpening our skills. The following 
list of competencies for educators is condensed from the full article published by the 
Houston Chronicle and can be found at http://work.chron.com/list-core-competencies-
educators-8916.html  
 
1. Interact with Students: Educators must be able to positively interact with all 
students...to treat all students with respect, with equal opportunities.  
 
2. Create a Safe-Learning Environment: Set high expectations for student 
performance and behavior, enforce rules consistently and fairly. 
 
3. Design Good Lesson Plans: Choose and create instructional materials with scope 
and sequence that provides students with enough time to master the standards. 
 
4. Employ Varied Teaching Strategies: Lecture and incorporate a variety of 
strategies, to help students with multiple learning styles-seek best practices.  
 
5. Use Assessments Well: Design/select/use assessments that accurately measure 
student learning-incorporate technology, portfolios and other creative methods. 
 
6. Identify Student Needs: Use formal and informal assessments to help guide 
instruction. Get to know students.  
 
7. Communicate Effectively: Regular updates on progress and immediately addresses 
any concerns…calmly discuss issues.  
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8. Collaborate with Other Teachers and Staff: Learn from one another. 
 
9. Maintain a Professional Appearance: At all times dress and act appropriately and 
professionally – be a true role model. 
 
10. Demonstrate a Commitment to the Profession: Further their education and take 
part in professional development sessions. 
  
Note: We are charged with facilitating students’ work toward mastery of the AOA Core 
Competencies. Likewise, medical educators can work toward mastery of educator core 
competencies. Study the list above and identify an area that you would like to move 
toward mastery on and make a plan, work the plan, and evaluate the plan – then repeat 
for other skills! 
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